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ABOUT WHITE BLACK LEGAL

White Black Legal — The Law Journal is an open-access, peer-reviewed, and refereed legal
journal established to provide a scholarly platform for the examination and discussion of
contemporary legal issues. The journal is dedicated to encouraging rigorous legal research,

critical analysis, and informed academic discourse across diverse fields of law.

The journal invites contributions from law students, researchers, academicians, legal
practitioners, and policy scholars. By facilitating engagement between emerging scholars and
experienced legal professionals, White Black Legal seeks to bridge theoretical legal research

with practical, institutional, and societal perspectives.

In a rapidly evolving social, economic, and technological environment, the journal endeavours
to examine the changing role of law and its impact on governance, justice systems, and society.
White Black Legal remains committed to academic integrity, ethical research practices, and the

dissemination of accessible legal scholarship to a global readership.
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AIM & SCOPE

The aim of White Black Legal — The Law Journal is to promote excellence in legal research
and to provide a credible academic forum for the analysis, discussion, and advancement of
contemporary legal issues. The journal encourages original, analytical, and well-researched

contributions that add substantive value to legal scholarship.

The journal publishes scholarly works examining doctrinal, theoretical, empirical, and
interdisciplinary perspectives of law. Submissions are welcomed from academicians, legal
professionals, researchers, scholars, and students who demonstrate intellectual rigour,

analytical clarity, and relevance to current legal and policy developments.

The scope of the journal includes, but is not limited to:
e Constitutional and Administrative Law
e Criminal Law and Criminal Justice
e Corporate, Commercial, and Business Laws
e Intellectual Property and Technology Law
e International Law and Human Rights
e Environmental and Sustainable Development Law
e Cyber Law, Artificial Intelligence, and Emerging Technologies

e Family Law, Labour Law, and Social Justice Studies

The journal accepts original research articles, case comments, legislative and policy analyses,
book reviews, and interdisciplinary studies addressing legal issues at national and international
levels. All submissions are subject to a rigorous double-blind peer-review process to ensure

academic quality, originality, and relevance.

Through its publications, White Black Legal — The Law Journal seeks to foster critical legal
thinking and contribute to the development of law as an instrument of justice, governance, and
social progress, while expressly disclaiming responsibility for the application or misuse of

published content.
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THE UNIFORM CIVIL CODE AND THE VISION OF
ONE NATION, ONE LAW

AUTHORED BY - SONALI DEBBARMA'

ABSTRACT

Arguments over the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) have been going on in India for a long time,
showing the difficulty in balancing religion and civil law. According to Indian Constitution,
Article 442, the UCC strives to create uniform civil rules for all citizens. With the concept,
marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption are treated fairly in law to replace the diverse and
sometimes biased personal law systems found in different communities. The idea of "One
Nation, One Law" is key to this philosophy, saying that having the same civil law helps promote

a united country, justice for women and maintains a secular constitution.

This article delves into the UCC's historical evolution, legal and constitutional features, social
and political consequences, and major court interventions. It also provides comparative
perspectives from other countries and evaluates recent developments, such as the
implementation of a UCC in Uttarakhand. While acknowledging considerable hurdles ranging
from religious sensitivities to political resistance, the article advocates for a gradual, inclusive,
and rights-based implementation plan. The UCC, if carefully designed and agreed upon, has

the potential to improve India's commitment to equality, justice, and unity in diversity.

Keywords: Nation, Law, Legal, Political, Social, Religion, Caste, Community.

1. INTRODUCTION
The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) refers to a standard collection of civil laws that apply equally

to all Indian citizens, regardless of religion, caste, or community. It seeks to replace the current
personal laws, which are based on the scriptures and customs of numerous religious

organizations, with a secular and unified legal framework that governs marriage, divorce,

! Ph.D. Scholar, Faculty of Law, ICFAI University, Tripura, Address: Kamalghat, Mohanpur, West Tripura-
799210, Email: sonalidebbarmal8@gmail.com, Phone no. 7630043759

2 Constitution of India, https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-44-uniform-civil-code-for-the-
citizens/ (last visited on May 31, 2025)
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inheritance, and adoption. The UCC's basic objective is to provide equal treatment under the

law while also promoting gender justice and national cohesion.

Article 44° of the Directive Principles of State Policy provides the constitutional basis for the
UCC, which encourages the state to work toward a unified civil code for all citizens. Although
this section is not justiciable, it represents the Indian Constitution's founders' goal of a
contemporary, progressive, and integrated legal system. Throughout the years, the subject has
resurfaced in political discussions, judicial pronouncements, and social discourse, eliciting both

support and opposition due to its implications for religious freedom and cultural autonomy.

The term "One Nation, One Law" has become synonymous with the UCC, emphasizing its
perceived role in uniting the country under a single legal identity. In a varied and heterogeneous
nation like India, this vision seeks to overcome sectarian barriers and establish a sense of legal
equality. However, enacting such a code presents substantial constitutional, social, and political

obstacles that continue to influence national discourse.

SCOPE

1. To critically examine the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in the context of India’s
constitutional mandate and the vision of “One Nation, One Law.”

2. To explore the historical evolution and legal foundations of personal laws and the
directive for uniformity under Article 44.

3. To analyse the judicial interpretations, political debates, and societal responses to the
idea of a common civil code.

4. To assess the impact of UCC on secularism, gender justice, and national integration in
a diverse society.

5. To offer comparative insights and suggest inclusive approaches for the practical

implementation of the UCC in modern India.

2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
India has a long and complicated history with the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as the concept of
the code draws from the country’s varied religious, cultural and other factors. The UCC was

conceived as a unifying force to bring all personal laws (relating to marriage, divorce,

3 Ibid.
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inheritance and adoption) under one legal umbrella providing equality and national integration.

1. Colonial Era Origins

The concept of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India originated during the British
colonial period. The British government's 1835 report emphasized the importance of
uniformity in the codify of Indian law regarding crimes, evidence, and contracts, but
particularly urged that Hindu and Muslim personal laws be excluded from such
codification. The Lex Loci Report of 1840 supported this approach, asking for
consistent rules in non-personal affairs while protecting religious personal
regulations*’, The Queen's Proclamation of 1859 pledged no involvement in religious
affairs, reinforcing the separation of personal laws from general legal reform®. The
concept of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India originated during the British colonial
period. The British government's 1835 report emphasized the importance of uniformity
in the codify of Indian law regarding crimes, evidence, and contracts, but particularly
urged that Hindu and Muslim personal laws be excluded from such codification.

The Lex Loci Report of 1840 supported this approach, asking for consistent rules in
non-personal affairs while protecting religious personal regulations’. The Queen's
Proclamation of 1859 pledged no involvement in religious affairs, reinforcing the

separation of personal laws from general legal reforms®.

2. Late Colonial Developments
The growth of personal laws in the late colonial period prompted the establishment of
the B.N. Rau Committee in 1941. The committee was tasked with analysing the
necessity of codifying Hindu law and ultimately recommending a codified Hindu law
that grants women equal rights’.
The Indian Succession Act of 1925 and the Special Marriage Act of 1954 (the latter
imposed by the British) were among the rare attempts to construct rules of universal

application, although they did not embrace all aspects of personal law or apply

4 KSG India, https://www.ksgindia.com/blog/uniform-civil-code-2.html (last visited on May 31, 2025)

5 IndiaTV Today, https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/what-is-uniform-civil-code-in-india-understanding-
its-need-and-significance-in-present-day-2024-02-06-915472 (last visited on May 31, 2025)

® Adda24/7, https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/what-is-uniform-civil-code-in-india/ (last visited on May 31,
2025)

7 Byjus, https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/need-for-a-uniform-civil-code-in-a-secular-india/ (last visited on May 31,
2025)

8 Ibid.

% Ibid.
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uniformly to all cultures'®.

3. Constituent Assembly Debates and Constitutional Inclusion
The idea of a UCC was hotly argued during the Indian Constitution's drafting process.
It was offered as Draft Article 35 (later Article 44)!!, which directs the state to work
toward establishing a unified civil code throughout India'?!?.
The supporters, notably Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru, felt that a UCC was
necessary for national unity, female equality, and secularism. They cited instances from
nations such as Turkey and Egypt where uniform rules cut across religious lines'.
Opponents, especially Muslim members of the Constituent Assembly, claimed that a
UCC would violate religious freedom, cause conflict, and interfere with personal laws
without community approval'>.
Given the overwhelming opposition, notably in the aftermath of Partition and among
minorities, the UCC was incorporated in the Directive Principles of State Policy

(Article 44), making it a non-justiciable aspiration rather than an enforceable right'¢.

4. Post-Independence Reform
The Hindu Code Bill, prepared by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, was the first important move
toward reform. It attempted to modernize and codify Hindu personal rules, legalize
divorce, prohibit polygamy, and offer daughters inheritance rights. However, due to
widespread resistance, the bill was divided into four different acts and weakened in its
final form.
There were no such sweeping reforms for other religious organizations, leaving

personal laws fragmented and community-specific.

10 Lawoctopus, https://lawctopus.com/clatalogue/clat-pg/uniform-civil-code-in-india/ (last visited on May 31,
2025)

' Constitution of India, https://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-44-uniform-civil-code-for-the-
citizens/ (last visited on June 1, 2025)

12° The Indian Express, https:/indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-the-uniform-civil-code-came-to-be-
included-in-the-indian-constitution-9147625/ (last visited on June 1, 2025)

3 Law and other things, https:/lawandotherthings.com/uniform-civil-code-the-history-and-the-present/ (last
visited on June 1, 2025)

14 Ibid.

15 Ibid.

1 Ibid.
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3. UNDERSTANDING THE UNIFORM CIVIL CODE

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is intended to provide a standard set of laws for personal

matters that cover marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption and succession for people from all
religious and social communities in India'’. Article 44 of the Indian Constitution, under the
Directive Principles of State Policy, deals with the concept'®. According to Article 44, the State
has the duty to ensure that citizens have a uniform civil code across India'*%°.

Article 44*! conveys the constitutional objective for legal uniformity in personal concerns,
although it is not enforceable in court. Instead, it functions as a guiding concept for policy and

government®?23%4,

3.1 SCOPE OF THE UCC
The UCC tries to meet the needs of all citizens when it comes to the following:
e Getting married and getting divorced?.
e Maintenance means a regular contribution which is separate from alimony?°.
e Succession and passing down methods?’.
e Adoption and guardianship are types of care?®.
Because issues like these are currently addressed by Hindu law, Muslim law and so on, there

are many complications and differences within the law?**°.

3.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE UCC:
e To ensure equal treatment under the law by establishing a standard set of personal laws

that apply to all citizens®'.

717 DristilAS, https://www.drishtijudiciary.com/to-the-point/ttp-constitution-of-india/uniform-civil-code (last

visited on June 2, 2025)
18 Vajiram and Ravi, https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/uniform-civil-code/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)
19 TSCLD, https://www.tscld.com/uniform-civil-code-a-critical-analysis (last visited on June 2, 2025)

20 DristilAS, https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-uniform-civil-code-
conundrum (last visited on June 2, 2025)

21 Ibid.

22 Byjus, https://byjus.com/free-ias-prep/need-for-a-uniform-civil-code-in-a-secular-india/ (last visited on June 2,
2025)

2 Ibid.

24 Vijiram and Ravi, https://vajiramandravi.com/upsc-exam/uniform-civil-code/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)
% Ibid.

26 Ibid.

27 Ibid.

28 Ibid.

2 Clear Tax, https:/cleartax.in/s/uniform-civil-code (last visited on June 2, 2025)

30 Ibid.

31 Ibid.
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To promote gender fairness, particularly for women, who are frequently disadvantaged

by existing personal laws>2.

To improve national unity and integrity, legal disparities based on religion and
community should be reduced?**.

To promote a contemporary, progressive, and secular legal system consistent with

constitutional principles®.

3.3 AREAS TARGETED FOR REFORM:

Marriage and Divorce - Establishing a standardized marriage age, divorce grounds, and
procedures for all communities.

Inheritance and Succession - Providing equal property rights to all genders and
communities.

Adoption and Guardianship - Establishing consistent rights and obligations for child

adoption and custody.

3.4 CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES:

Since India is very diverse, individual laws are closely tied to religion and culture. For some,

introducing a UCC means threatening the rights and customs of minority groups>®.

The Constitution ensures the right to follow and share one’s religion (Article 25

)37 and civil

laws are commonly considered a part of religious custom*®. Various groups, both religious and

political, resist the UCC because they fear losing their identity or minority rights®’. It is tricky

to come up with legal rules that all communities will accept and that also consider various

traditions®.

3.5 KEY FEATURES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

1.

A codified, gender-neutral civil law that applies to all people.

32 Ibid.

33 Vision IAS, https://visionias.in/current-affairs/monthly-magazine/2024-09-12/polity-and-governance/uniform-
civil-code-ucc-1 (last visited on June 2, 2025)
3 Lord prep tutorial, https://www.lawpreptutorial.com/blog/uniform-civil-code/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)

35 Ibid.
36 Ihid.
37 Ibid.
38 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
40 1pid.
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2. Increased legal clarity and uniformity, lowering complexity and uncertainty in personal
law cases.

3. The separation of religious teaching and civil law promotes secularism.

4. Improved access to justice, particularly for disadvantaged and marginalized

populations.

4. THE “ONE NATION, ONE LAW” VISION

The philosophy of "One Nation, One Law" is based on Article 14 of the Indian Constitution*!,
which establishes equality before the law and equal protection under the law. It promotes a
unified set of civil laws that apply equally to all citizens, regardless of religion, caste, or group.
In the context of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), this concept seeks to minimize inconsistencies

caused by various personal laws and promote an inclusive, secular, and just legal system.

4.1 WHY UNIFORMITY IS CRUCIAL:

e National Integration: Uniform civil laws serve to improve India's image as a united
nation by reducing legal distinctions based on religion or ethnicity.

e Legal Equality: A common code promotes equal treatment under the law, especially for
women and underprivileged groups who are frequently subjected to discriminatory
restrictions in traditional personal laws*.

e Administrative Simplicity: A standardized civil code improves judicial efficiency,
eliminates confusion, and guarantees that laws are applied consistently™*.

e Personal Law Uniformity: The UCC would replace the current system in which
personal laws differ by religious community, guaranteeing that all citizens face the
same regulations in civil proceedings***.

e Constitutional Mandate: Article 44%¢ of the Indian Constitution urges the state to work
toward establishing a UCC, indicating the desire for legal uniformity and equality

before the law™’.

4! Indian kanoon, https://indiankanoon.org/doc/367586/ (last visited on June 1, 2025)

42 Ibid.

4 Ibid.

44 DristilAS, https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-uniform-civil-code-
conundrum (last visited on June 2, 2025)

4 Vision IAS, https://visionias.in/current-affairs/monthly-magazine/2024-04-15/polity-and-governance/uniform-
civil-code-ucc (last visited on June 2, 2025

4 Ibid.

47 Ibid.
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4.2 ARGUMENTS SUPPORTING THE VISION

e Equality Before Law: A UCC would ensure that all citizens receive equal treatment, in
accordance with Article 14's guarantee of equality before the law*:.

e Women's Empowerment: By removing patriarchal prejudices in current personal laws,
the UCC promotes women's rights and social justice®.

e National Integration: The concept strives to develop a cohesive Indian identity,

prioritizing citizenship over religious or communal identification in civil cases™.

4.3 CHALLENGES AND COUNTERPOINTS

A single law for all: Critics worry that imposing a single personal law could restrict what
religious minorities can practice and might reduce the ways cultures are expressed because
personal laws are so closely linked to religious and cultural customs®!.

Difficulties in Approval: Formulating a UCC in India is not easy since it has to balance the
views of all communities and reach wide consensus>>>,

The state of Uttarakhand has adopted a UCC (2024) and the government of Goa has long

followed its civil code, although these both took an extended period to be applied across

India>*>.

4.4 COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE:
Several secular democracies have developed universal civil laws to maintain national unity and
defend individual rights.
e France and Germany have uniform civil codes that apply to all citizens, regardless of
their religious convictions.
e Under Atatiirk's reforms, Turkey established a secular civil code modelled after the

Swiss one, abandoning Islamic family law in favour of modernity and gender equality.

8 Ibid.

4 Ibid.

30 Chintan Indian Foundation, https://chintan.indiafoundation.in/articles/uniform-civil-code-and-the-indian-
constitution-a-pathway-to-unity-equality-and-justice/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)

3! Nidhi Thakur, DR. Rajinder Verma, one nation law: understanding uniform civil code, 9 IJINRD 258-263,
(2024)

32 Raman Bhardwaj and Dr. Rekha Kumari, Uniform Civil Code: A proposal to one Nation, 7INTERNATIONAL
JOURNAL OF LAW MANAGEMENT AND HUMANITIES 3391-3399, (2024)

33 Ibid.

>4 VisionIAS, https://d19k0hz679a7ts.cloudfront.net/value_added_material/Uniform_Civil _Code.pdf (last visited
on June 3, 2025)

55 Ibid.
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e Even inside India, Goa serves as a domestic model of unified civil law, with the Goa

Civil Code governing all citizens regardless of faith.

5. LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL DIMENSIONS

The controversy over the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is deeply entrenched in India's
constitutional structure, intersecting with fundamental rights, directive principles, and judicial
interpretation. Although Article 44°° of the Constitution instructs the State to work toward
obtaining a UCC for its inhabitants, its application has frequently been viewed as conflicting

with Articles 25°7 to 28°%'s guarantee of religious freedom.

1. Constitutional Provisions

e Article 44> is part of the Directive Principles of State Policy, which are not
legally enforceable but serve as guiding principles for government. Article 44
(Directive Principles of State Policy) requires the state to "endeavour to secure
a uniform civil code" for all citizens. While not enforceable, it represents the
constitutional objective of legal consistency and equality.

e Articles 25-26 (Fundamental Rights) guarantee religious freedom and empower
communities to regulate their own religious affairs. Critics claim that UCC
could violate these rights by overriding personal laws related to religious
practices. Articles 25%° and 26%!, which protect the right to profess, practice, and
spread religion, are fundamental and legally enforceable rights.

e Article 149 (Equality Before Law) reinforces the UCC’s desire to eliminate
differences in personal laws based on religion, especially for gender equality.

This has resulted in a constitutional conflict between the State's need to promote civil

law consistency and the individual's right to religious liberty.

2. Judicial Pronouncement:

The Supreme Court of India has had a crucial influence in shaping the debate around

56 Ibid.

57 Indian Kanoon, https://indiankanoon.org/doc/631708/ (last visited on June 1, 2025)

38 Indian Kanoon, https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1734560/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)

> Ibid.

80 Ibid.

1 Indian Kanoon, https://d19k0hz679a7ts.cloudfront.net/value_added_material/Uniform_Civil_Code.pdf (last
visited on June 3, 2025)

62 Indian Kanoon, https://indiankanoon.org/doc/367586/ (last visited on June 3, 2025)
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UCC:

e In the Shah Bano case (1985)%, the Court upheld a Muslim woman's claim to
maintenance under Section 125 of the CrPC, highlighting the importance of a
consistent civil code to protect women's rights®463.

e In the Sarla Mudgal case (1995)%, the Court emphasized the importance of
applying the UCC to prevent abuse of personal laws and protect the concept of
equality®768,

e However, courts have acknowledged the sensitivity of religious emotions,

frequently advocating for cautious and consultative implementation.

3. Conlflict Between UCC and Religious Freedom
e Minority Concerns: Opponents claim that the UCC risks homogenizing India's
pluralistic society, undermining minority rights under Articles 25-26 and 29.
For example, Muslim communities are concerned about the erosion of Sharia-
based personal rules®*”’.
e Majoritarian Imposition: Critics worry that UCC may represent majority

standards, marginalizing minority cultures (such as matrilineal systems in

Meghalaya)’'.

4. Constitutional Validity and Challenges:
Legal academics contend that a correctly constructed UCC can coexist with the
Constitution's secular and pluralistic character, as long as it does not interfere with vital
religious practices. The problem is to create a code that respects cultural variety while

upholding universal human rights and gender fairness.

3 LawBhoomi, https://lawbhoomi.com/shah-bano-case-summary/ (last visited on June 2, 2025)

% Shamim Ahmad Ansari and Dr. Naseem Akhtar, Uniform Civil Code in modern India: Historical roots,
contemporary developments, and the role of the judiciary in pursuit of 'One Nation-One Law', 4
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LAW, JUSTICE AND JURISPRUDENCE 18-22, (2024)

% The Indian Express, https:/indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-the-uniform-civil-code-came-to-be-
included-in-the-indian-constitution-9147625/ (last visited on June 3, 2025)

% Lawbhoomi, https://lawbhoomi.com/case-brief-smt-sarla-mudgal-president-kalyani-ors-v-union-of-india-ors/
(last visited on June 2, 2025)

o7 Ibid.

%8 CSIC, https://csic.org.in/uniform-civil-code/ (last visited on June 3, 2025)

% Puneet Agarwal, Dr. Anna Nath Ganguly, Uniform Civil Code Implementation: Challenges

And Implications in Indian Diversity, 6 International Journal for Multidisciplinary Research1-7, (2024)

70 Naya Legal, https://www.nayalegal.com/legal-challenges-and-implications-of-the-uniform-civil-code-debate
(last visited on June 3, 2025)

71 Aashayein Judiciary, https://www.alec.co.in/show-blog-page/indias-uniform-civil-code-legal-perspectives-
and-challenges (last visited on June 3, 2025)
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Thus, the UCC raises a complicated constitutional issue that necessitates a nuanced

balancing between individual liberty and communal constitutional goals. To guarantee

that it is consistent with India's democratic and pluralistic norms, it calls for careful

legislation, open consultation, and a phased, rights-based approach.

6. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a highly social and political problem that touches on the

very foundation of India's pluralistic society in addition to being a legal and constitutional one.

It influences how groups see their identity, autonomy, and inclusion within the context of the

nation-state.

1. SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

Religious Sensitivity and Cultural Identity:

Some populations, particularly minorities, view the UCC as a violation of their
religious and cultural liberty. Personal laws are frequently regarded as vital to
religious identity, and any modification is received with scepticism and
opposition. The UCC aims to eliminate discriminatory practices in personal
laws and promote gender equality. It has the potential to dramatically benefit
women, particularly in areas such as inheritance, divorce, and maintenance,
where patriarchal traditions continue to prevail.

Gender Justice and Women’s Rights

Progressive Reforms: In order to advance gender equality, a UCC might do
away with gender-discriminatory personal law practices as triple talaq in
Muslim law and unequal inheritance rights in Hindu law. For example,
Uttarakhand's 2024 UCC requires equal inheritance between sons and
girls™7374,
Resistance to Patriarchy: Critics claim that codifying standard rules could

remove patriarchal norms embedded in religious rituals, yet implementation

72 Ibid.

73 ForumIAS, https://forumias.com/blog/answered-uniform-civil-code-is-essential-to-promote-national-
harmony-critically-analyse/ (last visited on June 3, 2025)

74 Ibid.
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may meet backlash from conservative groups’>’%"7,

e Public perception and Social Cohesion:
Discussions on the UCC are generally contentious and structured along
community lines. A lack of trust and fear of majoritarian imposition might cause
societal unrest if reforms are not implemented with widespread consultation and

sensitivity’®.

2. POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS:
e Electoral Politics and Polarization:
The UCC is often utilized in political campaigns to rally support or divide
communities. This politicization has frequently hampered real, inclusive debate
about the topic. Governments have practical problems while establishing a
UCC. It involves considerable legal, social, and administrative reforms, as well
as a commitment to maintaining secularism and inclusivity throughout the
process. Imposing a UCC on law and order, which is a state topic, may cause
federal conflicts, particularly if states perceive it as an infringement on their
legislative rights. The UCC's social and political components emphasize the
importance of taking a measured, participatory, and consensus-based approach.
Reform should prioritize inclusivity and awareness, so that it can be used to

promote unity, justice, and progress rather than separation.

7. CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS

Despite its constitutional support and potential benefits, the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is one
of India's most contentious and delicate legal changes. Its execution is plagued with legal,
social, political, and cultural difficulties, many of which originate from the country's highly

pluralistic structure.

1. Religious and Cultural Sensitivities:

Many communities regard personal laws as an essential component of their religious

75 India Today, https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/cover-story/story/20230814-the-politics-of-a-uniform-civil-
code-2415996-2023-08-05 (last visited on June 3, 2025)

76 NextIAS, https://www.nextias.com/blog/uniform-civil-code-ucc/ (last visited on June 3, (last visited on June 3,
2025)

77 PMS IAS, https://www.pmfias.com/uniform-civil-code/ (last visited on June 3, 2025)

8 Legalcycle, https:/legalcyfle.in/disclaimer-and-terms (last visited on June 3, 2025)

Page | 1129


http://www.whiteblacklegal.co.in/

www.whiteblacklegal.co.in
Volume 3 Issue 8 | July 2026 ISSN: 2581-8503

identity, and any attempt to change them is frequently interpreted as an infringement

on religious freedom (Article 25)”°. There is a recurring fear, particularly among
minorities, that the UCC will represent a majoritarian Hindu viewpoint, resulting in the

erosion of minority rights®.

2. Lack of Political Consensus:
Successive governments have struggled to achieve broad political unity on the UCC.
Political parties frequently avoid taking a clear stance for fear of losing religious vote
banks, turning the issue become an election talking topic rather than a legislative

priority.

3. Legal and Federal Complexity:
Marriage, divorce, and inheritance laws are included on the Concurrent List, which
creates jurisdictional complications between the Centre and the States. The absence of
homogeneity even within religious communities for example, among distinct Hindu or

Muslim sects complicates codification even more.

4. Social Resistance and Misinformation:
Misconceptions regarding the UCC's goal and ramifications lead to opposition from a
variety of groups. Public conversation is frequently dominated by emotion, fear, and

disinformation, rather than educated debate and interaction.

5. Drafting a Truly Inclusive Code:
Developing a civil code that is neutral, equal, and acceptable to everybody is a
tremendous undertaking. Balancing tradition with modernity, and reform with respect

for diversity, necessitates extensive engagement and careful law formulation.

8. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND CURRENT STATUS
The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) issue has gained traction in recent years, fuelled by judicial
pronouncements, policy papers, and political campaigning. While the UCC remains

unimplemented at the national level, various factors point to a growing support for its ultimate

" Ibid.
80 TSCLD, https://www.tscld.com/uniform-civil-code-a-critical-analysis (last visited on June 4, 2025)
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implementation.

1. Judicial Endorsement
The Supreme Court of India has often underlined the necessity for a UCC, arguing that
personal laws frequently create inequity, particularly against women.
In recent instances, the Court has emphasized that the absence of uniformity in civil

legislation violates the spirit of constitutional equality and secularism.

2. Law Commission Reports
The 21st Law Commission (2018) determined that a Uniform Civil Code is neither
essential nor desirable at this time, but strongly advised revisions to personal laws to
maintain equality and justice. However, in 2023, the 22nd Law Commission sought
additional public and expert opinions on the UCC, indicating a revived policy interest

in finding potential avenues for its adoption.\

3. Government Initiatives
The governments of several states, most notably Uttarakhand, have taken initiative.
Uttarakhand became the first Indian state to establish a universal Civil Code (UCC) in
2024, bringing universal civil law to all communities with certain exception for
Scheduled Tribes. Other BJP-led states, including as Gujarat and Assam, have signalled
a willingness to follow suit, perhaps leading to regional models that influence national

adoption.

4. Public and Academic Discourse
The UCC is being explored more in academic forums, civil society platforms, and the
media, with a rising understanding of its implications for gender justice, national
integration, and secularism. Women's rights groups and secular reformers continue to
promote the cause, while conservative religious bodies and some minority

organizations oppose it.

9. RECOMMENDATION

1. Inclusive Dialogue:
It is imperative to engage all stakeholders, including religious leaders, legal experts,

civil society, and marginalized communities, in constructive consultations to ensure
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transparency and foster public trust.

2. Gender-Just Reforms:
Gender equality must be prioritized as an indispensable foundation of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC). Reforms should aim to eliminate discrimination against women across all

personal laws. Model Legislation and Pilot.

3. Implementation:
State-level models, such as Uttarakhand's UCC, should be encouraged to test viability,

generate best practices, and allow for adaptation to local socio-cultural contexts.

4. Progressive Codification:
Instead of immediate uniformity, the process should begin with the codification of
secular civil laws that are broadly acceptable, such as those concerning marriage

registration, maintenance, and inheritance, and gradually expand their scope.

5. Public Awareness Campaigns:
It is essential to educate citizens about the intent, benefits, and safeguards of the UCC

to dispel misinformation and encourage informed participation.

10. CONCLUSION

Implementing a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a concept under the umbrella of 'One Nation,
One Law °, something that is a cherished constitutional hope to bring equality, secularism and
justice to all its citizens. However, the pursuit of a UCC in India comes with various challenges
such as religious sentiments and sensitivities, political resistance, legal complexities; but it also
provides a great opportunity of reforming India's legal system reflecting its values of
democracy and equality. Well drafted and consultatively developed UCC could be an
instrument of cohesion capable of fostering a spirit of national integration without the loss of
cultural diversity. It is not just a legal reform but is a step towards a common civil society
which becomes inclusive, progressive and equitable where the rights of everyone in society
come into play. The progress towards this goal must be, concurrent with constitutional
morality, pragmatic, inclusive and based on the premise that justice should not only be done

but should also be seen to be done i.e., done equally and uniformly.
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